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demesnes and castles of the Barony of Dufferin. He
repaired and enlarged the old towers of Killyleagh,
which had first been built in 1178, rendering it * ane
very strong castle : the lyk is not in the northe *.
Thus entrenched, he still further increased his pos-
sessions ; was created Viscount Clandeboye in 1622 ;
obtained the monastic lands of Bangor in 1630 ; and
died in such an odour of sanctity and power that
his son and successor was in 1647 raised by Charles I
to the Earldom of Clanbrassil.

Sir Walter Scott has well celebrated the mood of
resentment which such acquisitiveness on the part
of my Hamilton forbears must inevitably have aroused
in the souls of the O'Neills. In Ro&eby he represents
the last of that great family declaiming as follows :

* Ah Clandeboye !    Thy friendly floor
Slieve Donard's oak shall light no more ;
The mantling brambles hide thy hearth,
Centres of hospitable mirth,
All undistinguished in the glade
My sire's grand home is prostrate laid.

And now the stranger's sons enjoy
The lovely woods of Clandeboye.'

The O'Neill hearth at Clandeboye may, or may not,
have existed. For all I know it may in fact have been
laid prostrate. Yet the castle of Killyleagh (where
both my aunt and my mother were born) is the reverse
of prostrate; it is flamboyantly upright. To this day
it pricks castellated ears above the smoke of its own
village and provides a curiously exotic landmark,
towering like some chateau of the Loire above the
gentle tides of Strangford Lough.